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Mohawk instructors are number one in:
• Presentation
• Helpfulness
• Feedback
• Usefulness of handouts and textbooks
• Showing respect to students
• Evaluation

Choose from more than 1,000 courses and:
• Get credits, a certificate or diploma
• Upgrade your career skills
• Have fun and learn something

Register on-line and check NEW course start dates at
cecat.mohawkcollege.cag or call 385-HAWK (4295)

Experience Continuing Education with Top Instructors*
*2005 Ontario Colleges Continuing Education Survey
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IT’S THE NUMBER
TO REACH OUR

EMPLOYMENT SPECIALISTS
WHEN YOU NEED TO HIRE CALL

905-526-3200

HAMILTON -HALTON
HOME BUILDERS’

ASSOCIATION

THIS IS
A VERY
GOOD
SIGN.
Look for it

when you want
to choose a
very good
builder.

For over sixty years the
members of the

Hamilton Halton Home
Builders Association
have provided quality
products and services.

When you decide
on a builder look for the

HHHBA logo. 
Because when it comes

to quality... it’s very
good sign.

Replacing windows? Who can you trust?
There are over 2000 window manufacturers in
Canada, but to date less than 30 are certified by
Window Wise.

More than 75% of the vinyl window manufacturers in
Canada do not test their windows according to
minimum government standards.

There are literally thousands of contractors and
renovators in Canada... and most of them haven't
been properly trained to install windows.

95% of consumer complaints about replacement
windows are related to poor installation.

• BRANTFORD (519) 759-3150 • CAMBRIDGE (519) 623-1410 • DUNDAS (905) 628-9924
• DUNNVILLE (905) 774-7571 • FORT ERIE (905) 894-5200  • HAMILTON (905) 388-8220
• NIAGARA FALLS (905) 374-0176 • SMITHVILLE (905) 957-3318 • STONEY CREEK (905) 561-1112
• WATERDOWN (905) 689-6604 • TRIM & DOORS BRANCH, STONEY CREEK (905) 573-8746

Fact:
Fact:
Fact:
Fact:

Turkstra Windows has partnered with Window
Wise a National Canadian Certification
Program that independently approves,
warranties and audits both the window 
and the installation.
Ask about the Window Wise Program at the
Turkstra Lumber location nearest you or call
our Replacement Window Specialist,
John Catlin at 905-561-1114
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With over 20 years experience  in heating and cooling we are more than 
ready to take your comfort in hand! We offer free estimates, financing, 
24 hour emergency service and service to most makes and models. 

We care about your comfort...

Heating & Air Conditioning
• Furnaces • Air Conditioning • Gas Fireplaces
HAMILTON 905 • 388 • 4800  ı BRANTFORD  519 • 752 • 2250   

24 
Hour
service

24 
Hour
service

We are the 
dealers for....

Dealing with us is
Peace of Mind...

Experienced service with no subcontracting
equals value for your money!

Dealing with us is
Peace of Mind...

Experienced service with no subcontracting
equals value for your money!

CoolSavingsRebate!

CoolSavingsRebate!call now!
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Ruby Mirza owns one of the few salons in Hamilton with a private section for female Muslim clients.

Hijabs make haircuts
a challenge for women 

BY LINDA NGUYEN 

For Muslim women who don’t
expose their hair in public,
something as seemingly simple
as getting a haircut is a challenge. 

Many avoid regular hair salons
and go to basement hairdressers
and private rooms to avoid being
seen by men without their tradi-
tional headscarf, the hijab. 

Mira Khattab used to go to a
woman who only cut hair in her
home on the weekends. 

“(These) salons are private, in
people’s basements. A lot of
hairdressers are making cash at
home. It’s a little industry.” 

Women who wear hijabs cover
their hair and often parts of their
face and  bodies for religious rea-
sons. Khattab says it’s about
covering yourself so men don’t
judge you only on your physical
appearance. Finding private

home salons can be difficult. 
“We usually hear through the

grapevine, from people at the
mosque or at parties. It’s not re-
ally advertised.” 

Ruby Mirza’s salon behind her
Asian Mart boutique at Jackson
Square is one of the few in the
city with a sectioned-off area
specifically for Muslims.

“Half of our clients are Mus-
lim. We have privacy for them
here and a curtain. They don’t
want to be in an open area.”

Mirza, who moved to Hamil-
ton 25 years ago from Pakistan,
is Muslim and says there have
been times she’s had to turn
away male customers because
women thought it was too risky.

“Before we start, I tell men to
not go through the specific area.
Sometimes I’ve asked them to
come back … later. Women just
want protection and privacy.”

Hadir Abid owns the Golden
Crown Hair Salon on Upper Ot-
tawa Street where 30 per cent of
his clients are Muslim .

Although he’s not allowed to
cut the women’s hair himself,
he made a quarter of his salon
private so women can feel safe.
Abid, a Catholic, finds that
knowing Arabic helps him keep
clients. “I don’t care (about
their religion). They have a spe-
cial room and place where they
can discuss what they like,
which way they like.” 

For Khattab, a devout Mus-
lim, the effort to find a good but
private salon is worth it.

“My hair is really curly and
unmanageable. I just want to
feel good and getting a haircut
makes me feel good.”

Special to The Hamilton 
Spectator

BY SHARON BOASE

What began as an administra-
tive dispute between Canada’s
Serbian Orthodox bishop and a
parish in Niagara Falls has spi-
ralled into a $17-million lawsuit
and a ban on worship on the eve
of Orthodox Easter.

While Christian Orthodox
will joyfully mark Jesus’s resur-
rection tomorrow, congregants
at St. George Serbian Orthodox
Church will have to make-do
without a priest, marking the
highest Christian holy day with
silent prayer and hymns.

“This is terrible, absolutely
terrible,” said Dushan (Dan)
Kolundzic, president of the ex-
ecutive board at St. George’s in
Niagara Falls, one of six defen-
dants named in a suit filed by
Bishop Georgije Dojic, head of
the Serbian Orthodox Church in
Canada.

“Easter is what people wait for
the entire year,” he said. “I feel
hurt, the community is hurt.”

The suit seeks to dissolve the
incorporation of St. George’s
which took place last December.
St. George’s sits on 28 acres in
the heart of Niagara Falls, just
off Lundy’s Lane. Kolundzic
says it’s worth about $15 million.

The lawsuit, filed in February,
claims the incorporation trans-
action was “inappropriate and
fraudulent” and is in violation of

national church bylaws, statutes
and its constitution. It also al-
leges the transaction violated
church dogma and scripture.

None of the allegations has
been proven in court and the
defendants have not submitted
a statement of defence.

Lawyer for the national
church Bernard Gassee said the
ecclesiastical issue was a per-
sonal matter and the bishop was
not available for comment yes-
terday, Orthodox Good Friday.

The dispute began last year
when St. George’s board learned
the bishop cancelled a health in-
surance policy covering all Cana-
dian Serbian Orthodox clergy
and their families. Instead, mon-
ey parishes across Canada paid
on premiums was pooled in an
account from which health-care
costs were paid.

Kolundzic said Serbian Ortho-
dox Church of Canada’s consti-
tution and statutes require in-
dividual parishes to provide
health coverage for clergy, in-
cluding long-term disability,
life insurance, health and dental
coverage. To not do so could
open up the parish to legal ac-
tion, Kolundzic said.

Under the old structure, the
five trustees of the church
would have been personally li-
able, with their homes, vehicles
and other assets facing possible
seizure in the case of a lawsuit.

For more than a year St.
George’s trustees tried to get the
national church to say in writing
that their parish was no longer
required to provide health bene-
fits. When that didn’t happen,
they decided to protect their
trustees from personal liability
by incorporating, Kolundzic said.

There isn’t enough money in
the national church bank ac-
count to cover health care for
clergy, said Branko Vincic, for-
mer president at St. Nicholas
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral on
Nash Road South in Hamilton.

“We think this is an extreme-
ly dangerous thing,” Vincic said.
“Disability claims can run into
the millions of dollars and
church trustees would be left
holding the bag.”

The bishop followed the suit
with an edict forbidding wor-
ship services and the dispensing
of sacraments at St. George’s.
Those who voted for incorpora-
tion are banned from receiving
the sacraments anywhere in the
Serbian Orthodox Church, but
may receive the sacraments if
they rescind their votes.

Kolundzic said St. George’s
congregants have no intention
of leaving the Serbian Orthodox
Church and will not violate the
bishop’s edict.

sboase@thespec.com
905-526-2452

Canada s Serbian bishop
bans worship in the Falls 
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